
GEOGRAPHY OF THE 

WESTERN 

HEMISPHERE 



LEARNING LOG 

Write clear directions that 

describe how to get from one place 

to another.  

Choose 2 locations that other people 

might not know about. 



Did you use a map to get to school today? 
 Is it possible the driver used a mental map? 

What mental maps do you have stored in your 
mind? 

On your sheet, draw a mental map of the western 
hemisphere 
 Label at least 5 specific locations on your map (country, state, city, 

landform) 

 Hint: Use your paper vertically 



 

You may add anything 

that you think might 

be missing from your 

map. 

What are the major 

regions of the 

Western Hemisphere? 

• Canada 

• Mexico 

• Central America 

• South America 

• Caribbean 

 



LEARNING LOG  

In your own words define the term: 

Mental Map 



RETURN ASSESSMENTS! 

 



WESTERN HEMISPHERE GEOGRAPHY  

 On the computers looking at population density, land use, and climate 

maps.  



LEARNING LOGS  

 Name three different types of special purpose maps then write a 

definition for special purpose maps. 

 A Special Purpose map is any of a variety of maps to show a particular 

topic, such as population or land use. 



COMPARE A SATELLITE WITH A BLANK MAP 

Satellite Image 

Where are the Andes mountains? 

What other observations do you have about 

the satellite image? 

http://www.weather.com/maps/maptype/satelliteworld/westernhemisphereglobalsatellite_large.html


SPECIAL PURPOSE MAPS 

 Questions geographer ask: 

 Where is it? 

 What is it like there? 

 How is it connected to other places? 

 Explore the regions: 

 Why is there no widespread use of the land in northern Canada? 

 What is the area like around the capital of Mexico? 

 How is land use similar in the central parts of the US and Mexico? 

 Why do you think the capital area of each country has more people per square mile 
than other regions of the country? 

 Which country doesn’t have much land use devoted to forestry? 

 Which country doesn’t have much land use devoted to ranching and herding? 



 Scale: 

 Global, interregional, regional, and local 

 Classify the maps we have used according to these four categories. 



REGIONS IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

 If you had to make our classroom into 5 different regions, what would 

the regions be? 

 

 

 

 What types of regions have we already discussed in 6th grade? 



HUMAN  VS PHYSICAL REGIONS 

Mountains  Language Lake Religion  Climate 

  

Art  Architecture River Education Gulfs 

 

Clothing Styles Political  Bays Housing styles desert  

 

Foods  Vegetation Modes of Transportation 

 

Circle the Human Regions, Put a box around the Physical Regions 



 A region has one or more common characteristics.  

 Regions can overlap, can change and are flexible  

 What are three physical and three cultural regions we are in right now? 

 



LEARNING LOGS  

 Define or explain a physical region and give 2 examples 

 Define or explain a cultural region and give 2 examples 

 Physical Region 

 Ex: mountains,  

 deserts,  

 lakes,  

 rivers,  

 gulfs, 

  bays,  

 climate, 

  vegetation 

Cultural Regions 

• Ex: language,  

• Religion,  

• art,  

• music,  

• architecture,  

• housing,  

• clothes,  

• political 

 



ATLAS GROUP FUNTIVITY  

 



 

Rocky Mountain 

Pacific Coast 

Columbia River 

 

 Hudson Bay 

St. Lawrence River 

Canadian Shield 

Atlantic Coast 

Labrador Peninsula 

St. Lawrence River 

English and French 

Sparsely populated 

Fishing industry 

English and French 

Sparsely populated 

Grain farming 

English and French 

Less spare population 

Dairy Farming, fishing 



 

Andes Mountain 

Caribbean Sea 

Lake Titicaca 

Andes Mountains 

Atacama Desert 

Patagonia 

Andes Mountains 

Amazon River 

Pampas 

Spanish Language 

Dense Coastal Pop. 

Ranchers and Herders 

Commercial farmer 

Spanish Farmers 

Large Mestizo Population 

Less dense population 

centers 

Portuguese Language 

Dense coastal pop. 

Ranchers, herders, farmers 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=lake+titicaca&ll=-15.792254,-69.378662&spn=7.353219,11.634521&hnear=Lake+Titicaca&gl=us&t=h&z=7


 Where is it located?  

 Absolute location is the exact location on the earth 

 EX 

 Street addresses 

 Latitude and longitude 

 Relative location is the location in relation to another place 

 EX 

 Mexico is south of the United States 

 

 

LOCATION 



 What is it like there? 

 What are its unique physical and man-made features? 

 Is it crowded? 

 Are there open spaces? 

 Is the climate hot or cold? 

 What language is spoken? 

 Places change? 

 Ex 

 The Mississippi River delta formed from sediment and mud carried by the river to its 

mouth 

PLACE 



 Regions are groups of places that have physical or human characteristics 

in common 

 Ex  

 Michigan is in the great lakes region 

 A school district is a region defined by a common school system 

REGION 



 People goods and ideas move from one place to another.  

 The internet moves ideas. 

 People and animals migrate 

 Ex 

 People moved to Michigan during the Great Migration of the 1920’s for job 

opportunities, for freedom and to own land.  

MOVEMENT 



 Humans depend on, adapt to, and modify (change) the world around 

them. People affect their environment and their environment affects 

them.  

 Ex 

 Settlers clear an area for farming  

 Earthquakes and hurricanes destroy homes. 

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION 



VIDEO WITH 5 THEMES 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-

F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F 

 

http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3CC262BF-F712-4BEB-AEC5-02416986531F


LANDFORMS- LEARNING LOG 

How would you define or explain landforms? 

Landforms are natural physical features on the 

Earth’s surface like rivers, mountains, lakes, Oceans, 

deserts, and plains. 

What landforms did you see in the video? 

 

 

QUIZ on the 5 Questions on the 5 Themes tomorrow. 



LANDFORMS  

 The Amazon River is just one landform that tourists visit.  

 Amazon River Basin on discovery education 

 What other landforms might people visit in South America? 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 Amazon River 

 How would these landforms affect the way that people live and work? 

 

http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=amazon+river


Andes Mountains 

 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Atacama Desert 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Atlantic Ocean 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Cape Horn 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Lake Titicaca 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Mount Aconcagua, Argentina 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Pacific Ocean, Chile 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Pampas, Grassland Biome in Southeast South America 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



Patagonia, Argentina 

 Andes Mountains 

 Atacama Desert 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Cape Horn 

 Lake Titicaca 

 Mount Aconcagua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pampas 

 Patagonia 

 



AMAZON RIVER 

 



LEARNING LOG 

If you could visit any landform in the US 

what would you visit and why? 

What would you see there? 



 How would these landforms affect the way that people live and work? 

 Types of housing 

 Materials 

 Climate 

 Animals 

 Clothing styles 

 Crops 

 Transportation 

 What landforms would you like to visit in North America? 

 



 What landforms would you like to visit in North America? 

 Appalachian Mountains 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Colorado River 

 Great Lakes 

 Gulf of Mexico 

 Hudson Bay 

 Mackenzie River 

 Mississippi River 

 What information would you need to know to decide where you want 
to travel? 

 



 What information would you need to know to decide where you want 

to travel? 

 Climate 

 Proximity to population centers 

 Relative ease of travel 



 Based on your readings,  describe the differences between leading tours 

on The Mississippi or the Amazon River? 

 If you were to lead a tour there, what information would you include? 

Write a speech that includes important information including these 

details: 

 Vegetation (what does it travel through?) 

 Regions (what does it travel through?) 

 Headwaters (Where does it start?) 

 Where the river travels (countries or states?) 

 Climate (does it change?) 

 Important spots to see 

PARAGRAPHS 

• Intro (tell what you will say) 

• Mississippi River 

• Amazon River 

• Which River you would 

prefer to lead a tour on and 

why? 



LEARNING LOG 

Write a definition for 

weather and a definition for 

climate 



BIG IDEAS 

Weather and Climate are different but related 

Various climate regions exist in the Western 

Hemisphere 

Climate impacts how people live 

Climate graphs are special geographic tools that 

show temperature and precipitation 

 



WHAT PURPOSE DO EACH OF THESE 

SERVE? 

 



WEATHER    CLIMATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you had to describe what the weather will be like after school today or in 
June, how would you do that? 

 What is the difference between weather in climate? 



CLIMATE GRAPHS 

 A way of displaying climate information: temperature and precipitation 

 Look at this example of Detroit 



 



 



CLIMATE GRAPH WRITING 

 Describe the climate of both the place you want to live and also of the 

city you do not want to live. Be sure to include details about how the 

temperature and weather change throughout the year. Then describe 

why or why you would not want to live in that city.  



HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

BIG IDEAS 

 Human characteristics are those features made by people 

 Human characteristics or features include languages, religions, 

foods, clothing styles, leisure activities, economic systems, form 

of government, and traditions.   

 (write this in your learning logs) 

 Human and physical characteristics help to define specific places of the 

Western Hemisphere.  

 The human characteristics of each community are unique 



LEARNING LOG 

Write a paragraph, using complete sentences, that 

describes what human features you interact with 

and how you interact with those features everyday. 

 languages, religions, foods, clothing styles, leisure 

activities, economic systems, form of 

government, and traditions.   

  



EXAMPLES OF HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 religions,  

 foods,  

 clothing styles,  

 leisure activities,  

 economic systems,  

 form of government,  

 traditions. 



• PHYSICAL FEATURES SHOW 

NATURAL OBJECTS SUCH AS 

MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS. 

 

HUMAN FEATURES ARE THINGS 

THAT ARE BUILT BY 

HUMANS SUCH AS BRIDGES AND 

ROADS.) 



WHAT HUMAN FEATURES AND PHYSICAL 

FEATURES DO YOU NOTICE IN THESE 

PHOTOS? 
 



The Light House Human Feature 



 

Human Feature The Road 



 

Physical Feature The tree 



 

Human Feature The bridge 



 

Human Feature The Building 



Physical Feature The hill 



 

Physical Feature The cliff 



The tree Hmmm, Tricky…. Human Feature 



IN THE LAST EXAMPLE, THE TREE, IS A 

DIFFICULT ONE. WHERE DID THE 

TREE COME FROM? WHO PUT IT 

THERE? 

 



A PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THEN, IS AN 

ENVIRONMENT, OR PLACE, THAT HAS NOT 

BEEN ALTERED OR CHANGED BY HUMANS.   

 

IT HAS MANY PHYSICAL FEATURES, AND 

NOT MANY HUMAN FEATURES 



A HUMAN ENVIRONMENT, IS AN 

ENVIRONMENT THAT HAS BEEN CHANGED 

OR ALTERED, OR EVEN CREATED BY 

HUMANS. 

 

A HUMAN ENVIRONMENT HAS MANY 

HUMAN FEATURES.  



ARE THESE ENVIRONMENTS HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENTS OR PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENTS? 

 

LOOK AT THE WHOLE ENVIRONMENT TO 

DECIDE. 

 



 





 



 



 



 



 



A-B-C’S OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

FUNTIVITY 

 religions,  

 foods,  

 clothing styles,  

 leisure activities,  

 economic systems,  

 form of government,  

 traditions. 

 



LEARNING LOG 

 Where are people likely to settle when they move to new areas? What 

sorts of areas do people want to move to? 

 What did the early settlers look for along the Eastern seaboard? 

 The would search and look for resources like gold.  

 The waterways were the easiest ways for the settlers to travel inland 

 What other physical features besides water drew settlers to a specific area? 

 Collect ABCs 



BIG IDEAS 

 Thematic maps and graphs provide population information 

 Settlement patterns can be studied through a variety of maps 

 Settlement patterns are linked to physical features of the Earth as well 

as human features 

 Megacities are an important part of population studies. 



 Where do you think few 

people would choose to live 

and why? 

 Where will there be the 

highest population density? 

 What other factors 

influence where people live? 

 



WHERE ARE MOST OF THESE CITIES? 

SIMILARITIES? DIFFERENCES? 

 1500:   

 Beijing (China) 

  Vijayanagar (India) 

 Cairo (Egypt) 

 Hangzhou (China) 

 Tabriz (Iran) 

 Constantinople (Turkey) 

 Gaur (India) 

 Paris (France) 

 Canton (China) 

 Nanjing (China) 

 

 1600:   

 Beijing (China) 

 Constantinople (Turkey)  

 Agra (India) 

 Osaka (Japan) 

 Kyoto (Japan) 

 Hangzhou (China) 

 Paris (France) 

 Naples (Italy) 

 Cairo (Egypt) 

 Bijapur (India).    

 



LAND FACTS SHEET: US AND MEXICO 

 



LEARNING LOG 

 Try to forget everything you know about large cities in the US and 

Mexico. Based on your land facts sheet, where do you think the most 

dense population is located in the US and Mexico and WHY? 



EARTH AT NIGHT 

 



DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS? 

 



FROM THESE MAPS, CAN YOU TELL WHERE 

PEOPLE LIVE? 

 



WHERE DO PEOPLE LIVE? 

What does it mean that over half the 

world’s population is urban? 

What is a megacity? 

A city with a population over 10 million people 

Can you name any megacities? 

 



 The 10 largest megacities in the world as of the year 2000 are: 

 Tokyo, Japan 26.4 million  

  Mexico City, Mexico 18.4 million  

 Bombay, India 18.1 million  

 Sao Paulo, Brazil 17.8 million  

 Shanghai, China 17.0 million 

  New York City, USA 16.6 million  

 Lagos, Nigeria 13.4 million  

 Los Angeles, USA 13.1 million  

 Calcutta, India 12.9 million  

 Buenos Aires, Argentina 12.6 million 

 http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-
koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm 

 

http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/_frame.htm?http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/documentation/megacity/maps.htm


WHAT CITIES DO YOU THINK WILL BE 

MEGACITIES IN 2015? WHY? 

 Final Question:  

 Why do people live where they do? 



LEARNING LOGS  
Name as many natural hazards as you 

can 

 They can be: 

 Atmospheric 

 Hydrologic 

 Geologic 

 And have a negative effect on human life. 

 Earthquakes 

 Floods 

 Hurricanes  

 Landslides 

 Tornadoes 

 Tsunamis 

 Volcanoes 

 Wildfires  

Write these 8 on your 

Natural Hazards sheet 



NATURAL HAZARDS SHEET 

 Fill in the what I already know or have learned column on your own 

 Has anyone ever experienced any of these? Where? 

 Did you know there’s a 100% chance of an earthquake today? 

 



RING OF FIRE 

 



THE EARTH’S PLATES 

 http://volcano.oregonstate.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/lessons/Pangea/Pangea1.html 

 

 http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/ 

 

 

http://volcano.oregonstate.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/lessons/Pangea/Pangea1.html
http://volcano.oregonstate.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/lessons/Pangea/Pangea1.html
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/


JAPAN TSUNAMI 

Clip 1 

 

Clip 2 

 

Clip 3 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQfdl7y-blE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uJN3Z1ryck&feature=related
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=40B8B8FC-C49E-499E-A3CF-EFA32FBF5507&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US


VOLCANO HURRICANE AND TORNADO 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=volcano 

 

 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/7D64294E-

FE1D-48E9-AF54-5EC2BA9CBB2C 

 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/3577B6D4-

71A4-472F-902F-2B7AB733554B   

 

 

 

 

http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=volcano
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=volcano
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WILDFIRES  

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-

FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03 

 

LANDSLIDES 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/006FA0A7-

0B45-4979-B7C7-B36408DC7C00 

 

http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/9E728E9F-FA5E-4E72-91F0-C0786E948B03
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http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/006FA0A7-0B45-4979-B7C7-B36408DC7C00
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/006FA0A7-0B45-4979-B7C7-B36408DC7C00


FLOODS  

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-

3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24 

 

 http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-

D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7 

 

http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
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http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/B224C905-3A5C-4798-B69B-4C8CB198FE24
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/CD39000D-D021-4D25-B784-6A13BFD9AFE7
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ECOSYSTEMS 

Learning logs: 

Explain what an ecosystem is. Then, list as many ecosystems as you can 

think of. 



BIG IDEAS 

 An ecosystem is a natural unit consisting of the non-living portion of an  

environment interacting with the living plants and animals that are 

adapted to it. 

 There are hundreds of ecosystems on the planet. 

 The Western Hemisphere is made up of a number of different 

ecosystems. 

 Two primary ecosystems are deserts and rainforests, both of which 

appear in the western hemisphere 



ECOSYSTEMS OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

 LEARNING LOG: 

 Create 2 columns in your learning log: 

Write down everything you know about each ecosystem 

Deserts    Rainforests 

 

 

 



TODAY’S TASKS 

1. Vocabulary Sheet 

2. Find facts about each of the 

ecosystems 

3. Locate each of these rainforests and 

deserts and color them on the map 



HOW?  

 In groups of three you will have one person in charge of each of the 

three responsibilities.  

 It is important that everyone contributes for each of the three tasks 

 



VOCABULARY 

 Find vocabulary in your learning log.  

 Highlight 

 

Mental map 

Special purpose map 

Region 

Landforms 

Weather  

Climate 

Climograph 

Human characteristics 

Population density 

Atmospheric 

Hydrologic 

Geologic 

Natural hazards 

Ecosystems 

Human Environment Interaction 

 



LOCATE DESERTS AND RAINFORESTS 

 Use your atlas (blue book) to find the location and details of deserts 

and rainforests in the western hemisphere. 

 Color in the area where each desert or rainforest is located.  

 Use the reading and the atlas in the textbook to locate and identify each 

rainforest or desert.  



FIND FACTS ABOUT DESERTS AND 

RAINFOREST 

 Use the readings to find facts about each of the rainforests and deserts 

listed on your sheets. 



TODAY’S TASKS 

1. Vocabulary Sheet 

2. Find facts about each of the 

ecosystems 

3. Locate each of these rainforests and 

deserts and color them on the map 



 Mental map:  a map that you have memorized in your mind 

 Special purpose map: any of a variety of maps to show a particular 
topic, such as population or land use. 

 Region: An area that is grouped together based on one or more 
common characteristics 

 Landforms: natural physical features on the Earth’s surface like rivers, 
mountains, lakes, Oceans, deserts, and plains. 

 Weather: What the temperature and precipitation is like on a given day  

 Climate: what the temperature and precipitation is like on average 
over a long period of time 

 Climograph: A graph that show the average temperature and 
precipitation from a specific location. 

 Human characteristics: the languages, religions, foods, clothing styles, 
leisure activities, economic systems, form of government, and traditions.   
 



 Population density: Measure how many people are in a square mile. 

The population can be dense or sparse depending on the area. 

 Atmospheric: A natural disaster that happens in the atmosphere. Ex 

Hurricane 

 Hydrologic: A natural disaster than happens in the water. Ex: tsunami 

 Geologic: A natural disaster than happens in the earth. Ex. Earthquake 

 Natural hazards: An atmospheric, geologic or hydrologic event that 

has a negative impact on human life.  

 Ecosystems: a natural unit consisting of the non-living portion of an  

environment interacting with the living plants and animals that are 

adapted to it. 

 Human Environment Interaction: The way that people adapt, 

modify, and use the earth.  



ATACAMA 



CHIHUAHUAN DESERT 

 



GREAT BASIN 

 



MOJAVE DESERT 

 



PATAGONIAN DESERT 

 



SONORAN DESERT  

 



 



PATAGONIAN RAINFOREST 

 



BELIZE RAINFOREST 

 



COSTA RICA RAINFOREST 

 



HAWAIIAN RAINFOREST 

 



MAGELANIC RAINFOREST 

 



PACIFIC TEMPERATE 

Rainforest 



 



FUNTIVITY  

 Write a paragraph about 1 desert and 1 rainforest.  

 Describe why it’s easier to live in Grand Rapids verses living in the 

desert you chose and then the rainforest you chose. 



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION 

 Human/environment interaction shows us the ways in which people use 

and interact with the earth 

 People can adapt to the environment by changing their behavior 

because of certain natural conditions. 

 People can modify the environment by changing physical features of 

nature to accommodate their own lives 

 Human/environment interaction can be either positive or negative 



HEI AROUND THE WORLD 

 Read: This is the Way We Go to School 

 Fill in the chart: Interaction site, adaptation, modification, and 

explanation 



 


