
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 18, 2012 
  
Dear Walker Charter Academy Parents: 
 
For those of you who may not have heard, I’m writing to inform you of the untimely death of Christian 
Ouding, an 8th grade student at Walker Charter Academy, who died this weekend from a swimming 
accident in Lake Michigan.  As you can imagine, the entire Walker Charter Academy staff is deeply 
saddened by this tragedy.  As a school community we share in the family’s grief and we offer our deepest 
sympathies to his family.  
 
Death is never easy for children to understand, and the next few days and weeks may be difficult for your 
child(ren.) The best thing to do is to answer any questions your child might have as openly as you can.   
In response to our students’ potential need to talk about their feelings, we will be offering grief 
counseling at the school on Thursday, June 21st and Friday, June 22nd from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  
Additional counseling plans are being made for the first week of school in September.  
 
We are working to support Christian’s family by communicating ways in which you may be involved 
remembering and celebrating his life: 
 

• Visit www.lifestorynet.com/memories/81256.  This page has been set up to honor Christian’s life 
and the impact he had on others.  A fund for financial gifts is available through this website.   

• Drop off memory items, cards, or other displays of appreciation to a Christian Ouding memory 
center located inside the front entrance of Walker Charter Academy. 

• Friends have been invited to attend a celebration of his life at Monroe Community Church, 800 
Monroe NW, on Tuesday evening from 6 to 9 p.m.  A funeral service will take place on 
Wednesday, June 20, at 1 p.m. at Sunshine Community Church, 3300 East Beltline NE.  

• A memorial soccer game will be played on Thursday, June 21, starting at 6 p.m. with all current 
and past Walker boys’ soccer players invited to play.  Parents and guests are welcome to attend 
the event located on the upper soccer field of Walker Charter Academy.  

 
A quote below from Christian’s life story page has been included because I feel it briefly describes 
Christian well to both people that knew him and to whom he never met. 
 

“(Christian) was an exuberant young man, he expelled warmth and care to everyone he came in 
contact with.  With a smile that could light up a room, he lived each day with a genuine spirit 
fueled by his love for the game of soccer.” 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Bagley 
Principal 
 


